
Dear Ogden Families,  

 

I hope that your summer is off to a fantastic start. 

During the 2017-18 school year, Ogden’s Shared 

Decision Making Committee and Diversity 

Committee comprised of parents, teachers, and 

students joined to brainstorm ways to make Ogden 

an even more family-friendly school. We would 

like to commence this important goal by 

celebrating Back-to-School on September 4, 2018 

on a grand scale. Typically, the first day of school 

brings the largest numbers of parents into the 

building who want to walk their child to class, meet 

the teacher, and just make sure their child is happy in school after a long summer at home.  

 

The goal of this event is to take the time to build relationships and celebrate with school staff, students, 

families, and community leaders. We would like to get students and families excited about going back to 

school, get information out to families, and connect you with resources in the community all in a fun and 

positive atmosphere. Research continues to point to family involvement as a key predictor of student 

success.  

 

There are approximately 60 vendors who will be in attendance! Here are just a few: 

● Library: Get a library card for your child if you don’t already have one and learn about free 

resources for the entire year! 

● Children’s Activities: Academy Scratch, Game U, Challenge Escape Room, Warren Levi, 

Artrageous RVC, Make It! Cedarhurst, Cooking Place from Lynbrook, Fun Station, Dance 

Express 

● Community Organizations: Fairway Independent Mortgage, Kiwanis, Knights of Columbus, 

Cub/Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, JCC 

● Local Police, Fire Departments and EMS: Learn important safety information and even step 

aboard a fire truck and an ambulance! 

● Fitness Experts from Lurie Gym/Five Star, Retro Fitness, Orange Fitness 

● Government Officials: Todd Kaminsky, Nassau County Executive 

● Health and Wellness: Compassionate Family and Individual Services, Cohen’s Children’s 

Hospital, LI Cancer Care, New Horizon Counseling Center 

● Realtors: Leah Sajovits, Sara Abikzer from VIP Properties 

● Recreation: NY Beach Club, Nassau Parks Representative 

● Retail: Matty’s Toy Shop, Play It Again Sports 

● Restaurants: Giant Bagel, Bagel Boss, Chateau Coffee Shop, Ay Carumba!, Dolce Confections 

● Sports: Five Star Sports/Gymnastics, Hewlett Soccer Club, Turf Island, PAL Lacrosse, PAL 

Wrestling, HW Little League, NY Equestrian Center, Ms. Prynce Women’s Empowerment 

● Afterschool: Crayola, Brixology, Bricks4Kids, Pakua, Drama Kids, Mad Science, Chess, Super 

Sports 

 



● If you ordered school supplies with SchoolKidz through the PTA, you can pick them up that day.  

● Raffles sponsored by AMC Movie Theaters, American Girl Doll, Medieval Times, 

Adventureland and more! 

 

To make the day even sweeter, Ogden’s amazing PTA will generously supply us with waffles from the 

Waffle Cabin of Long Beach. Coffee will be provided by a local business as well as some other treats.  DJ 

Pace, who we use for all of Ogden’s events, will be here to kick off the day in the most festive way. 

Students will dance and mingle while parents get the opportunity to say hello to all staff members.  

 

The event will run from 8AM - 10AM, but you can decide to stay for five minutes or the full two hours. 

As a working parent, I understand the constraints of not being able to attend every school function of  my 

own children, but hopefully with the advanced notice you can make arrangements to be here for some 

time. If not, do not worry! We have scheduled multiple opportunities throughout the school year for you 

to come to Ogden and meet and learn from our teachers during our new Ed Camps for Parents. The first 

one is Taco and Talking and is scheduled for October 16th. The second one is Pizza and Preparation on 

February 5th. These events are both at Ogden at 6PM. We hope you can make one or all. Food, of course, 

will be served. During both of these Ed Camps, we will have a movie night for Ogden Students so you do 

not have to worry about child care. More information to follow as the events draw near. In addition, we 

will continue our traditions, such as, STEAM Night, Father-Daughter Dance, Mother-Son Paint Night, 

Artastic Art Gallery, new cultural celebrations, and so much more.  

 

We look forward to partnering with you to make this year an unforgettable one filled with positivity. 

During my fifth-grade graduation speech in June 2018, I spoke about how the nightly news is filled with 

negative events that can make a person feel like no good exists in the world. This is simply not true. The 

truth is that there is a lot of goodness in the world and we cannot let the shadows of negativity drain us 

from believing. The staff at Ogden values and appreciates our families and we hope that we continue 

strengthening the partnerships that I have seen flourish in my past six years as principal. This event will 

serve as a lamplighter for the year as we embark on a journey together to provide your child(ren) with the 

best education possible in the most caring environment possible.  

 

Enjoy the many remaining days of summer and I can’t wait to see you on the field of Ogden at 8AM on 

September 4, 2018. Bring your smiles and your appetites! 

 

Yours truly,  

 

 

 

Dr. Dina M. Anzalone 

Principal, Ogden Elementary School 


